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In group living animals social context represents one of the most potent stressors. Chronic activation of the
physiological stress response, although adaptive, may have pathogenic consequences, for instance by influencing
parasite burden.
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e focal observations (5 min) from May to October 2015
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Paired individuals excreted significantly less droppings containing
coccidian oocysts than unpaired ones.

Individuals initiating and receiving affiliative behaviour with a high
frequency excreted significantly less samples containing nematode eggs.
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