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In group living individuals social
context represents one of the most
potent stressors. Affiliative interactions
may buffer individual stress responses
and ultimately enhance reproductive
success.
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Our results suggest that being well
embedded in a social network benefits
individual stress management.
Especially socially bonded adults seem
to buffer their stress load by
exchanging high  frequencies of
affiliative behaviour.
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Figure 1. Corticosterone metabolites & Figure 2. Affiliative behaviour & life stages.
affiliative behaviour. Individuals initiating and Adults were involved in more affiliative interactions
receiving affiliative behaviour with a higher as compared to subadults.

frequency excreted I|ower concentrations of

corticosterone metabolites, compared to

individuals less involved in affiliative behaviour.
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